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for fear of losing their favour and interest. And others again,
whom God had formed with mild and gentle dispositions,
think it necessary to put a force upon their own tempers, by
acting a noisy, violent, malicious part, as a means to be dis-
tinguished. Thus hath party got the better of the very genius
and constitution of our people; so that whoever reads the
character of the English in former ages, will hardly be-
lieve their present posterity to be of the same nation or
climate.

III. I shall now, in the last place, make use of some
motives and exhortations, that may persuade you to embrace
brotherly love, and continue in it. Let me apply myself to
you of the lower sort, and desire you will consider, when any
of you make use of fair and enticing words to draw in cus-
tomers, whether you do it for their sakes or your own. And
then, for whose sakes do you think it is, that your leaders
are so industrious to put into your heads all that party rage
and virulence? Is it not to make you the tools and instru-
ments, by which they work out their own designs ? Has this
spirit of faction been useful to any of you in your worldly
concerns, except to those who have traded in whispering,
backbiting, or informing, and wanted skill or honesty to
thrive by fairer methods ? It is no business of yours to in-
quire, who is at the head of armies, or of councils, unless
you had power and skill to choose, neither of which is ever
likely to be your case; and therefore to fill your heads with
fears, and hatred of persons and things, of which it is im-
possible you can ever make a right judgment, or to set you
at variance with your neighbour, because his thoughts are
not the same as yours, is not only in a very gross manner to
cheat you of your time and quiet, but likewise to endanger
your souls.

Secondly: In order to restore brotherly love, let me earn-
estly exhort you to stand firm in your religion; I mean, the
true religion hitherto established among us, without varying
in the least either to Popery on the one side, or to fanaticism
on the other; and in a particular manner beware of that word,
moderation; and believe it, that your neighbour is not im-
mediately a villain, a Papist, and a traitor, because the fanatics
and their adherents will not allow him to be a moderate man.